


ON THE COVER-—

MERICAN EXPORT LIMES might well be pleased
with the wash-drawing contribution of our cover
artist—Mr. Charles G. Evers, as usval—to this
somewhat restyled issue, Vol WIl, No. 1, of
Tow Line. At any rate, he hos done his usual

competent job, we think; aond, os vsval, you con count on

the scene depicted being authentic and accurate to the lost
interesting detail. Everything is in order,

The ship is unidentified, but it is one of A.E.L.'s Exporter-
type vessels, that is certoin, Gross tonnoge, 7,000; dis-
placement, 14,000, She is 473 feet long, ond is capable of
a speed of 16,5 knots, Pick o nome, if you like: Examiner,
Exbrook, Excelsior, Exchange, Exchequer, Exermont, Ex-
chester, Executor, Exemplor, Exford, Express, Exminster,
Exilona, Exporter, Explorer, Excellency, Exhibitor, Expe-
ditor—take your choice,

That is ane of our Grace Moran-closs tugs you see on the
starboard bow of the ship docking on the south side of Pier
84, Morth River—4ddth Street, if you can make aut the small
panel above the American Export Lines sign on the end of
the pier. 5he might be coming in to load for lelien and
Adriatic ports: Genoa, Leghomn, Maples, Trieste, Venice,
and probably Rijeka, Yugoslavie. Shoving off from Mew
York, she could be voyoging for as long as five weeks.

American Export Lines owns and operates 30 modern
express vessels, of which 28 ore speciol VExport' designs;
twao, the *'Victory'' type.
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Inland Waterway Tug
Reports 1953 Totals

During the 1953 New York State
Barge Canal season, the tug Sheila
Moran (Capt. Charles M. Parslow)
made 72 trips totaling approximately
17.792 miles and involving passage
through locks 1,466 times, a summary
compiled for Tow LiNg indicates.

As closely as Captain Parslow has
been able to figure his cargoes, the tug
transported 992,000 barrels of petro-
leum and petroleum products from
April 7 to December 3—or an average
1.377-plus barrels per trip. (That total
in barrelsis the equivalent of 41,664,000
gallons of oill)

Sixty-four trips were between Albany
and Ft. Edward, Westport, Burlington,
Plattsburgh, Whitehall, Whitehall and
Montcalm. St. Albans, Schenectady,
Amsterdam, Amsterdam and Fonda,
Fonda, and Fonda and Little Falls, in-
cluding six trips with barges loaded in
New York and lightened in Albany.

Orther 1953 trips by the Sheila Moran
were: Newburgh to Poughkeepsic (2.
Mewburgh to Kingston, New York to
Utica, Syracuse to Clayton and Opdens-
burg. Syracuse to Ogdensburg, Syracuse
to Rome, and Syracuse to Utica.

McCormack Optimistic

Emmet J. McCormack, chairman of
the board of Moore-McCormack Lines,
one of the most prominent figures in
the maritime life of the Port of New
York, upon receiving the second annual
award of the New York Foreign Freight
Forwarders and Brokers Association:

“1 have lived through a good many
so-chlled crises, but the port always
came through, and I am confident it
will again. We have God-given facili-
ties here which cannot be destroyed,
however stupid we may be, and 1 think
the men engaged in transportation here
are not stupid at all.”
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Remember Casablanca
Dear Sirs:

Being Chief of Movements of the Tugs
Cie of Casablanca, Morocco (Ste Cheri-
ficnne de Remorguage et d'assistance), |
am wvery interested vour Tow LiNg,
which is very good. | am wondering how
many fugs you have; and how many tupgs
in New York Harbor? Through masters
of Export Line, Italia, Lykes, Fabre Line,
French Line, etc,, I know vour so very
important Cie. All those captains have
heen mice enough to lend me from time
to time your magazine, and they have
shown me your calendars and year book,
I would be very pleased to receive, regu-
larly if pr.rssih?::, yvour revue instead of
getting it once in a while from my friends,
the captains of Excellency, Foria, and so
on. Thanking you in advance, please re-
ceive my best regards, and [ wish you a
happy Mew York.

Heney BrRAMDT
{Casablanca, Marocco)

End of the Run

That far-ranging, fug-conscious, compatent
amataur photegrapher, Fred Shipley of Dobhbs
Ferry, M. Y., mada this shot of Tazaea Barge No.
187, propellad by our inland woterways fug
Maria 5, Maeran, ardving ot the Teass Company’s
tarminal ot Tomowanda, M. Y., only twelve and
o half Mew York Stote Borge Caonal miles fram
Buffalo, one doy towards tha end of the 1953
conal seoson, B owos just obout the and of that
porticular run for the Maoria 5 =five hendred
|-nm:';, watery miles oot aof B-e:lm.nnp, M. J.

Barge Canal Traffic
Up 9,400 Tonsin'53

Mearly four and a half million tons
of traffic moved on the New York State
Barge Canal in 1953 represent a gain
of just under 9,400 tons over the total
for the previous year, according to a
report by B, D. Tallamy, State Super-
intendent of Public Works,

This is in spite of a 23% loss over
the same period for the Oswego divi-
sion of the waterway. (A qualified ob-
server in Moran Towing & Transporia-
tion Co.'s operating department leels
there may not have been any such de-
crease in reality, but that the foregoing
figure might well represent the dilference
between a normal year's traffic and the
probably inflated tonnage of the previ-
ous year, when the Mohawk division
was drained for a considerable period
at the peak of the season while a lock
was being repaired, causing an ex-
traordinary amount of tonnage to be
moved out of Syracuse via Oswego. )

Mr. Tallamy's report reveals nearly
three-quarterssof the canal traffic last
vear moved through the Erie division,
which he said was 4% busicr. The
Champlain division increased its 1953
traffic by 5%, to 850,847 tons.

Petroleum interests were the biggest
users of the New York waterway sys-
tem—3.438,187 tons, according to the
report. Wheat shipments totalled 165,-
572 tons; iron and corn totals, up.

Imposition? P-l-e-o-s-e!
Dear Sirs:

I have just reccived my copy of Tow
Linve and would like to thank you for
sending this excellent magazine. It is, by
far, the most superior marine publication
I have ever read. My congratulations, 1
hope 1 am not imposing, but 1 would like
one of your "54 calendars.

D. W, Jacons
{ Finshury Park, London)




The Turn-Around

by the Seamen’s Church In-

[ Frem “The Lookowt,” inwed
stiiute of Mew York, 1953,

I'r‘s 7:30 a.m. and a series of thunderous booms roll heavily in over the water-
front, thudding dully against the taller buildings. Tug whistles shrick; ferryboats
cough hoarsely and sharply, like wheezy old elephants. Cars pull to one side and
people clamber out to stand at the river's edge. The United States is in. Her sharp,
slender prow noses around the end of Pier 86. The Moran tugs nudge her gently as
they perform the delicate business of warping her around the pier end. She slides
silently forward into her berth, her immense bulk inking a quivering shadow on

the water.

Some passengers cheer, some shout,
some wave [rantically at familiar pink
blobs among the welcoming faces on the
pier. Heavy lines are thrown and caught,
pangways pul up, escalator belts ex-
tended and a small army of pier-side
men swings into action.

The first passengers dash down the
ramps into the arms of the customs men,
and almost as quickly, the first small
pieces of baggage bump and bobble their
way down the escalators. Within 10
minutes the push-button hatches are
open and netted trunks are swung out
and lowered swiftly 1o waiting hands on
the dock. Within 15 minutes Esso fuel
barges commence refucling operations
on the port side of the ship. Painters, on
special rigs overside, carefully retouch
the white draught numbers and brighten
some starboard patches dulled by wind
and salt spray. Serious men, inient on
their work, prowl the ship mending a
bit of upholstery here, replacing a worn
part there.

The Working Press

Reporters shoot guestions at a politi-
cian, trailing him about on deck and re-
peating their queries plaintively as he
prepares to leave. Photographers crowd
around and flash bulbs explode, blue
bursts in the dazzling yellow sunlight.
Some reporters give up and sulk in the
commandecred cabin that serves as a
pressroom, patiently waiting for the bot-
tled beer in the sink to cool. [tisn't much
after eight.

On the promenade deck, winch ma-
chinery creaks and the first auto rises
out of the deep hold forward. A yellow

Cadillac convertible teeters on a sling
fashioned of cables and steel rods that
cup the wheels. The longshoremen of
the “winch gang” guide the winch oper-
ator at the hatch by hand signals, and
the auto rides like a toy over the rail
and descends to the lower level of the
pler. A service gang connects the bat-
teries which had been disconnected
aboard ship because of fire hazards.
They pump three gratis gallons of gas
into each car and the lucky owners,
passed by customs, simply drive off.
Holiday Atmosphere

On the pier’s upper level, Mags and
bunting wave merrily from the rafters,
sharing overhead space with huge square
signs emblazoned with letters of the al-
phabet. Some are pale blue, some royal,
some red, according to a coded color
system representing the three passenger
“classes.” Groups of brightly-clad pas-
sengers cluster obediently beneath the
letter-signs which hang at irregular inter-
vals. Space is allotted according to pas-
senger lists forwarded prior to the ship’s
arrival, The 5°s usually garmer a large
bit of pier.

Members of the longshoremen's pier
gang stand in pairs at the bottom of each
baggage escalator. They catch and load
the bags on wheeled racks that are trun-
dled to and fro. The color of the label
and the first letter of the owner's name

55 UNITED STATES ARRIVING —
Warrant Photogropher James E. War-
son, USCG, commuanding aficer of the
Third Coast Guard District photo lab,
80 Lafavette Street, New York, wyilized a
service helicopier to make this fine photo of
the superliner belng docked at Pier 86, N, R,

58 UNITED STATES DEPARTING —Dowr's
ask ux how fe achieved thiv nncommon fele-
phete effect, but Stanley Rosenfeld, the well

b

known  marine  specialis,  abviously
fook dead aim te record for Maoran the
start af this sailing of the speed gueen
of the seax, with “M"™ rugs assisting.

decides under which sign the bags
Must go.

Men and women dodge hand trucks
and skip over suitcases to shriek excited
greetings to the welcomers, who must
stay beyond a picket fence partition, A
determined woman with a reluctant child
scarches tirelessly for the ship’s photog-
rapher, challenging every innocent by-
stander with a camera. She must have a
picture and she suspects the scoundrel
is deliberately avoiding her.

Baggape had been unloading during
the rush from ten different locations at
once, linking her to the pier by a maze
of gangways, escalators, cables and nets.
She averages 7,000 to 9,000 pieces total-
ing approximately 25 tons. The automo-
biles shipped aboard her are owned by
the passengers and fall into the baggage
category, accounting for an additional
R0 tons. The United States carries no
cargo; her storage space is divided be-
tween bageage, mail and food. Her rec-
ord unloading time is 215 hours.

Customs on the Job

Customs men's severe black uniforms
jump starkly out of the bright, sunlit
background. They work in three groups,
one for each passenger class, constantly
besieged by women clutching at their
coat sleeves and small boys pulling at
their trouser legs, Recent cuts in the cus-
toms budget have sharply reduced their
staff, and to expedite clearance of bag-
gage they now only examine approxi-
mately one piece in every eight, Even at
that, some passengers regard the inspec-
fion as a personal insult and clutch at
string-bound cartons and lumpy carpet
bags in righteous, defiant indignation.
By 11:00, though, the panic is pretty
much over and passengers, friends and
suitcases have all joined company and
headed home. But the job of fitting the
United States for her sailing in four days
goes feverishly forward.

Much of the detail of her unloading
system, described as the most efficient in
the Port of New York, is a trade secret,
It was conceived by Baggage Master
Johnny Franke, who, together with his
office staff of four, commands a total of

[ Contirued on Page 10}




Engineer on Anne Moran Discovered to Be Top
Notch Fictioneer in the Bill McFee Tradition

All sorts of spe-
cial skills, including
the fabrication of
doughnuts of supe-
rior quality and of
fiction good enough
to land in the glossy
pages of a sophisti-
cated men’s maga-
zine of vast circula-
tion, seem to abound in the Moran fleet.

The latest employee afloat to come
up with something noteworthy along
extra-curricular lines is Volney E. Lacy,
48 Ward Lane, Fairport, a New York
State Barge Canal town near Rochester,
first assistant engincer aboard the tug
Anne Moran, who has been with the
company since May, 1948. He bids fair
to become another William MeFee; in-
deed, he is already trying on that seago-
ing story-teller’s literary shoes for size,
Il Appears.

A Lacy varn, “Draw One for Salty™
—“the highest mark I've made, though
I don't consider it my best story,” the
author savs—appeared some months ago
in Esquire. An illustration in color on
the title page and the adjoining right-
hand page, by Hy Rubin, was in the
high tradition of violence-in-the-fo’c’s’le
art inspired (in your editor’s salad days
at least) by dat ol' debbil Eugene
O’Neill, the famous playwright.

The magazine itself, in its “Backsiage
with Esquire” department in the same
issue, published the following biograph-
ical note—flanked by photographs of
John Edgar Hoover and James A.
Michener, but it may be assumed these
were not symbaolic:

Mr. Lacy

QUEEN OF SWEDISH LLOYD-Built
af Neweasile-on-Tyne, England, in 1951,
sleek, d16-foor 5.5, Parrlela, which arrived
in New York December 17 for the first time,
in regarded by her ownery ax a fine combing-
ricn of the bext technical know-fow and dec-
orative 3kl of fwe of the world's outstanding
mugritime matlons. Her PoRer _fJImrr. r.f-u"l-q'fc.llll—
ing 8,650 horsepower, [ninres the ship a
specd of 19 knots, She & equipped with the
st advanced elecironic  novigaiional de-
vices, Although desipined to carry miore thin
di} poszengers on the North Sea run, her
criise capocity iy lmifed fo 230, Following
an official harbor welcome and five days af
receptions, dinpers, lincheons and similar
furcttons aboard the ship af her Pler I8,
North River, berth (joor of Murray
Street), the Parricia sailed from New
York chree davs before Christmas on
the first of seven West Thdies crises.

The story on page 108, Draw One for
Saftv, has n rare guality of authenticity. It
seems 0 have been writlen with a real fond-
ness for WSy of desct ip[il.'rlll that i found
in a man who likes what he is writing about.
Vorwey Lacy began going 1o sea at the out-
break of the war. He started as a messhoy,
worked his way up to wiper and odler, and
finally became an engineer. He spent two
pood years on tankers like the Cortagena, on
which the action of his story iakes place.
Later, he shifted to freighters in order (o get
more fime in port, In 1948, Mr, Lacy quit the
clncp sen and signed on as an |."|15i1r|.'¢_': an ane
of the Dhesel-electrc tugs of a commercial
fleet. In the summer months, he does lowing
on the Barge Cenal and the Great Lakes. In
the winter, he works in New York Harbor
and Long Island Sound. Mow age thirty-three,
Mr. Lacy is a veteran writer, having starfed
this phase of his career at the ripe age of four-
teen. He was first published at the age of
sixteen and, since that time, his contributions
to n wide variety of magazines have been
regular and satisfying.

Tow Line salutes Engineer Lacy and
his prodoctive typewriter, We wonder
how is he on straight news reporting and
feature writing . _ .

“Including the Scandinavian

Dwear Sirs:

We thank vou for the excellent photo of
the Swedish American liner Kumgsholm
entering New York harbour on her first
trip scross. Al the same time we take the
opporiunity of thanking vou for your Tow
Ling, which gives us such interesting read-
ing. Wishing vou all the best, with health
and prosperity for 1954 ...

GoTHENBURG TOWAGE &
Savvace Co., LT,

((Fothenburg, Sweden)

The following captaing and mates had
no damage claims charged against them
for the months of Movember and Decems-
ber, 1953:

Agnex A., E. Costello, H. Bickle, J.
Peterson; Anne, R, Buckley, 1. Guinan, G.
Haves; Barbara, J, Sahlberg, R. Poissant,
G. Sahlberg, H. Wee, C. Hyde; Carol,
R. Haves, A. Biagi, W. Haves, L. Thorsen;
Catherine, 1. MeConnell, W, Klln’-'ﬂ!‘\-ki-'.
Claire 4., 1. Small, 1. Burlingham; Doris,
C. Valley, B. Scherer, M. Grimes, O.
Ericksen, P. Gaughran; Edmond 1., W.
Baldwin, W. Mason, F, Schweigel: Eugene
F., E. Allen, W, Anderson; Geo. N. Bar-
rett, 1. Todesky, L. Larsson; Grace, K.
Buck, J. Cray, C. Morch, C. Sheridan;
Harriet, M, Connor, J. Monn; Hefen B.,
1. Jaques, E. Koski; foseph H. Moras,
if, L. Goodwin, M. Scott, J. Duprez;
Julia ©., R. Jones, 1. Bartlow; Margot, V.
Chapman, 8. Abrams; Marion, E. Dexter,
A, Leake: AMary. M. Rodden, L. Tocker;
Michael, H. Jacobsen, 1. Jormson; Maoira,
B. Baker, H. Pederson, J. Jorgensen;
Wancy, M. Sullivan; Perer, D. Bodino, 1.
Fagerstrom, L. Langfeldt; Aichard J. Bar-
rett, E. Carlson, C. Carlson; Sheila, C.
Parslow, T. Sweet, J. Chartrand: B illiaeme
1., A. Munson, H. Hanson, E. Freeman;
Bartow, M. Anderson, H. Becker. G
Halvorsen.

Fixture Lists

Editor, Tow Line:

“Fixiure lisis,” referred to in the Octo-
ber feature article about your agent in
England, are the football lineups each
week-end during the match season, 1 spent
nineteen months in Yorkshire . . .

Framg J, DosMiNick

{Famafea, N, ¥.)




Suez Canal Brochure Abstracted for Ready Reference

Compopnls Univemnslls dv Conal Marilise da Ses:

FROM THE
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UMITED STATES
OF THE

SUEEZ CAMAL COMPAMY

Ingquiries o this office reflecl wndersbend.
able bl wideipread misconceptions abaul ke
Suwez Comal, Including comiiderable confusion
of the “Conal Zone™ witk the Canal iiself.

It is hoped thal the enclaved Fac Skeat, with
Its eendenied summary of essentlal fack end
figures, will prove visful for ready reference
in your files,

C. E. BOHLLOT

Room 37001, 30 Broad 5, M. ¥
[Dacember, 1953)

THE aforesaid fact sheet should in-
deed be interesting, if not specifically
and directly useful., o hundreds of
Americans—foreigners, too for that mat-
ter—either employed in or affiliated with
the maritime industry. Assuming this
to be true, Tow Line devotes space to
an editorial abstract of the four-page
deseription, which {with maps, charts,
and a questions-and-answers section)
certainly is worth reading in its en-
tirety, The Suez Canal Company’s own
sub-headings are utilized, as follows.

Physical Description:

The Suez Canal, a lockless sea-level
passage cul through Isthmus of Suez
sand and rock, demarcates Africa and
Asia, running a north-south course from
Port Said on the Mediterranean to Suez
on the Red Sea. It is 100 miles long,
300 feet wide. An average of 33 ships
ply the canal daily—largest to date,
46,524 tons; longest, 8BRS feet; widest,
177 feet. {The present authorized draft
of 34 feet will be increased to 36 feet
by the end of this year. )

Suez and U. 8. Shippers:

Via the canal, manganese shipping
points on the Red Sea are 6,700 miles
nearer New York; the oil poris of Ku-
wait and Saudi Arabia, 3,500 miles
nearer; Karachi, 3,500 miles nearer, (A
laden Liberty-class ship bound from
Boston to Karachi saves 14 days of
sailing time, which would cost approxi-
mately $28,000.)

Administration of the Canal:

An internationally-owned private
stock corporation, The Universal Com-
pany of the Sucz Maritime Canal, op-
erates the waterway. It was formed in
1858 by Count Ferdinand Marie de

f

Lesseps, who devoted almost 20 years
to producing the international agree-
ments and charters, personally direct-
ing the engineering feats that made the
canal possible. The company operates
the canal under a concession (running
until 1968) from the Egyptian govern-
ment. Thirty-two directors are French,
British, Egyptian, Dutch, and Ameri-
cun. The main office is in Paris,

Principal Users:

In 1952, 86 million tons of traffic
were accommodated by the canal —
Gireat Britain, Norway, France, Panama,
the United States, Italy, and The Neth-
erlands being the heaviest shippers.
{ Reckoning  vessels registered under
Panamanian, Liberian and Honduran
flags, but controlled by American in-
terests, this country ranks as the canal's
third largest customer. )

U. 8. Cargo Via Suex:

Tonnage of American exports and
imports through he canal has increased
10 times in the past 15 years=to 10
million tons in 1952,

Early History:

The first successful Suez waterway
was completed sometime between 1800
and 1200 B.C.. a passage connecting
the Nile with the Red Sea, large enough
to accommaodate the Pharaohs” vessels
of war and small trading ships. As it
was obliterated by shifting desert sands,
ambitious rulers — Egyptian, Persian,
Roman, Arab, and Turk—had it re-
built. De Lesseps saw few vestiges in
[B54,

Muodern History:

La Compagnie Universelle du Canal
Muaritime de Spez came into formal be-
ing in 1858, the completed canal 11
arduous yvears later. Concessionary
rights were fixed at 99 vears from the
date of opening the modern canal to
navigation, Movember 17, 1869, The
old Mew York Herald proclaimed it “the
marvel of the century,”

Guarantee of Freedom of Navigation:

A policy of freedom of navigation to
all nations acquired international legal
status in the Constantinople Conven-
tion of 1888, with Great Britain, Ger-
many, Austro-Hungary, Spain, France,
Italy, The Metherlands, Russia, and
Turkey as signatories. Great Britain, as
military protector of Egypt, and the

largest user of the canal, was made the
guarantesing power.

Improvements and Upkeep:

Three times as much sand and rock
has been taken from the canal in im-
proving it as was removed during its
construction. Some of the improve-
ments: in width, 200 to 500 feet; in
depth, 26 to 45 feet; and (in 1951) a
T-mile bypass which, like Great Bitter
Lake, permits two opposite lanes of
shipping to move simultaneously. Cost
of maintenance and improvement: in
1950, $11,000,000; in 1951, $14,750,-
000; in 1952, $16,000,000.

Transit Time:

The aversge transit time through the
Suez Canal has been reduced from 48
hours in 1870 to 15 hours in 1953,

Canal Tolls:

Although a charge up to $2.05 per
ton is authorized, the current charge
for laden ships transitting the canal is
£1.04 per ton; Tor ships in ballast, 48¢
per ton. Ships of less than 300 gross
tons transit free of charge; and there is
ne head twll on passengers. (Tolls
charges now are lower than at any time
since the opening of the canal, despite
the fact that all other shipping costs
have trebled since the pre-World War
II period. )

| Conidiinidd on Pagd |2}

The Quays of 'Gedi’,
Near Mombasa

iFrom dhe ."fr-_ Yark Timwrs, Dee, 13, 1951

In Mida Craak the docks are hid, theis
itana

Lias undar rippling gross; the mangrove
il g

A spacious port so oddly found wnknown

Ta charts of long oga, As kings ond fools

‘Want down, swiff ruin came, yet who they
wara

‘Who perishad hers we cannot say, nor
whan;

Mo fongus may truly nama their sspulchre:

In waoin wa test the scholar’s ampla pan,

Yat hark to him whe lad us through the

bush,

Gluaint spasch rescunding whers ald
silence broods,

Of pasring ghosts; traes burst in flame
and flush

Giray coral walls, the wayward paths hove
I'n-D-Dd:'

And voices answer os lush greanery
Fills with the murmur of the lndian Sea.

JOHMN ACKERSOM,

{Sumriime mdtr aboaird Fareell Lined ohipa)




Jersey City Youth Started All This, But Who's
Going to Stop It? British Paper Carrying Ball

Seventeen-year-old Robert Russell of
Jersey City, that eagle-eyed reader who,
to our editorial chagrin, proved himsell
no mean authority on naval architecture,
ereated more of a whoop-de-do with his
letter in the October issue of Tow LINE
than probably he or anyone else thought
at the time. Recently the repercussions
have become international.

The original guestion will be remem-
bered. In the August issue we published
a fine photo by David Atherton of
Brooklvn, showing one of Moran's ace
docking pilots, Capt. Chester Evans,
half way up a boarding ladder from the
main deck of an “M" tug to an open
hatch in the side of a big incoming liner,
which we identified as the 5.5, United
States. Young Mr. Russell begged to
differ, and proved his point forthwith
by submitting a photograph of his own,
supported by unimpeachable argument.
He said the ship was R.M.5. Queen
Elizabeth, as indeed it was, and Commo.
Harry Manning, former master of the
United States Line vessel, clinched the
argument in a subsequent note to the
editor.

Comes now Guy Sewell of James A,
MecLaren & Co., Lid., London, long-
time Moran agent in England, with an
undated clipping from that great Brit-
ish mewspaper. the London Daily Ex-
press, which has a circulation gimmick
called the “Satchel Club"—and please
don’t inguire here as to what that means.
The Daily Express, the clipping says.
“launches today a page with a mystery
for every boy and girl who loves the
sea.” The headline buildup continues,
“MNow you can be the ship's detective.
Here's an exciting riddle of the sea that
you'll enjoy tryving to solve—and per-
haps your parents too. So now test your
skill and find out how observant you
can be.”

A four-column layout of photographs
and text includes pictures of three

NOT MEINTERRANEAN ~When the 5.5,
Roma sy fn the F-m'.l' rr_||I Ng'w Fﬂr.‘; h'.u:r
trip, ahe ran dnte conditions slightly on the
g-fiel-l=l=y side. Cwned by dehille Lowre of
Naples, Traly, this 14,687-gross-ton ship is
46585 feer long, with a heam of 693 feet and
a depth of 295 feet. She way buili in 1943,
Pictured here in an ice-filled Norch River,
cr @ Janwuary day, the Iralian ship was being
docked by our tngs Borbara Moran and
Maoira Moran. Home Lines, 42 Broad-
way, New ¥York, are her local apents.
—Phover By Marold Schefis.

Cunard liners, Queen Elizaberh, Queen
Meary and Mauretania, and the United
States, topped by a cropped section of
Tow Liwe's original photo captioned,
“The ‘mystery ship’ — can you name
her? The adjacent promotional story,
by one Montague Lacey, is reproduced
here verbatim and in toto:

Have you ever wanted to be a detective?
Well, here is yvour big chance.

The “mystery ship™ in the top left hand
picture is a view of one of the ships vou see
in the four pictures below it.

The problem is: which one? The Queen
Mary, Queen Elizabeth, United States, or
Mauretania,

You can find oul simply by studying the
“mystery ship” and comparing what vou see
with the other four.

There are enough clues in the pictures to
give vou the answer—if you are a really good
detective. One boy, a 17-year-old American
named Robert Russell, has already found
the answer. This is how it happened.

An American magazing published the view
we mre reprinting in our top lefihand corner
—ainnd gawe it as the wrong ship.

Robert promptly wrote off, pointed out the
error, and said which ship it really was,

Howr did he know? Well, that is for vou to
find out, now.

And please, DON'T look at the solution at
the food of this column until you have really
tried.

Give up, kiddies? . ..

Anyway, thanks to the London Daily
Express for the anonymous advertisc-
ment, from “an American magazine.”

Gould, Former Mate,

In Great Sea Rescue

A special dispatch
to the Mew York
Times, date-lined
Hamilton, Bermuda.
January 15, gquoted
Prof.-Dr. Maurice
Ewing of Columbia
University as credit-
ing Capt. Donald G.
Gould, skipper of the
research vessel VFema, and Fred Me-
Murray, her sailing master, with having
saved his life when he was swept over-
board two days previously in a violent
Atlantic storm,

The captain in question is the same
Don Gould, of New Brunswick, M. I,
who sailed with Capt. James L. Barrow
as second mate aboard the ocean tog
Kevin Moran on a threc-month scien-
tific expedition in North and South At-
lantic waters, sponsored by Columbia,
the Office of Naval Rescarch, Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution, and
the Mavy's Bureaw of Ships, in the sum-
mer of 1952, (A feature story about
Gould and his bright red hair, includ-
ing spectacular beard and mustache, by
Ed Wallace of the New York World-
Telegram & Sun, was reprinted in the
Christmas, 1952, issue of Tow LiNE.)

Professor Ewing praised the expert
seamanship of Gould and McMurray lor
his rescue after he had clung to an oil
drum for twenty-five minutes in moun-
tainous seas. Two seamen also were
saved. but another was lost.

Cupraim Cekd




EDGING

ANUARY 9TH, 1954, at a
spot just about 10 degrees
above the Equator, the life-
long dream of a good neigh-
bor nation came true—and

that is something that does not happen

too often either to nations or to indi-
viduals, it might be noted.

The nation in this instance is the
United States of Veneruela, and the
dream concerned the opening of the
huge, sprawling waterway of the Orin-
oco River o seagoing ships.

On that second Saturday of the new
year the Tosca, first of a fleet of deep-
draft ore carrers, was loaded with
Venezuelan iron ore at a newly con-
structed terminal in Puerto Ordaz, an
inland city 177 miles upriver from the
ocean. The Fosca suiled with her pre-
cious cargo for a destination 2,100
miles away, the Fairless works of
United States Steel Company at Morris-
ville, Pennsylvania, US A,

Thus Venerzuela's fabulous deposits
of rich ore have been made available,
from the transporiation standpoint, for
the common defense of the Americas,
North and South,

[he gigantic task of opening up these
South American rivers to provide a 26-

Moran Towing & Transporiation Co's 1,900-horsepower, diesel-clectric ocean g
Tosern H, Moaaw, 11, an her arrival af Puerto Ordaz, Ven., with the CARIBELAN,

A sister tug of the Jozeph H., the BuciMia M, Moran, aloegside an ex-Navy YF
forded with miscellaneons dredging eguipment, and another louded barge, No. rli kg

fadiie ;Mp ﬂ.ﬂ.lf”ﬂ"
. "":ﬂ:; of the flotilla.

A YF barge fitted up as
quate Hving quarfers Wi




IN'THE VENEZUELAN JUNGLE

it channel for ocean vessels was un-
taken by two United States dredg-
ceompanies: Gahagan Overseas Con-
aetion Co. of New York and McWil-
ms Dredging Overseas Corp. of New
leans, in a joint venture.

Muore than nine million dollars’ worth
equipment, including two large hy-
wlic dredges, had to be transported
m United States ports to remote sec-
ns of the Venezuelan jungle—and the
md “jungle” is used here in its familiar
tionary sense. Moran Towing &
ansportation Co. was called upon to
v this heavy equipment on the long
al south, as noted in some detail in
e than one previous issue of Tow
JE, notably in the April, 1952, num-
r. Page 4. (This particular feature
luded gratifving letters from A,
ibet, president of the McWilllams
poration, and Walter H. Gahagan,
sident of the Gahagan company, ex-
wsing their mutual satisfaction with
efficiency and dispatch of Moran's
rrations, )

The work of dredging such an ade-
ate waterway through previously un-
irted natural—and frequently shifting
thannels  presented many  difficult
tblems not ordinarily encountered

in connection with a dredging project.
In the process more than thirty-three
million cubic vards of material consisi-
ing of mud, sand, clay and rock had to
be sucked from the river beds and
spewed into small tributaries or oot
into the adjacent jungle.

The pair of big dredges—Gahagan’s
Peru, a 4,000-horsepower plant with a
I-inch discharge, and McWilliams
Caribbean, 5,000 horsepower, 28
inches discharge, together with their
attendant plant, moved downriver look-
ing not unlike a bizarre floating village.
Other equipment consisted of an L8T
and a YF barge, both converted to shop
and living quarters, and some 20 pieces
of floating plant—tugs, speedboats,
launches, barges, derricks, pontoons,
houseboats, and “what have you,” as
they say. The supply line stretched from
near the Equator to northern United
States, Every nut, bolt and nail had to
be sent by ship, rail, air, truck and
launch, Mot child's play . . .

The problem alone of feeding 350
men presented difficulties and com-
pounds of difficulties. Canned goods
came principally from the United States
—2,100 miles, as aforesaid—and fresh
meat, fruit, vegetables were purchased
locally. Entertaining crews was another
problem, since for months on end the
men would be far from civilization, liv-
ing in houseboats, as well as on the
dredges. For their entertainment—and
who 5 ill-advised enough to try to mini-
mize the importance of good morale un-
der such circumstances, trying at best?
—up-to-date movies were flown in, an
adequate library was set up, and vari-
ous compelitive sports were organized.
You might say that in some respects the
Gahagan-McWilliams project in Ven-
ezuela had all the disadvantages of a
naval campaign in some remote area of
the South Pacific . . .

In spite of which, and all obstacles
as they were met, the contract was fin-
ished six months ahead of schedule.
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Above: The McWil-
| iU |
ane of the Orinoee
River chasnels,

Right: Gahagan
dredge PERU with
dmdm'u__i&n'ﬂﬂ ele- |
vated, showing formi-
dable curver-head,




The Turn Around ...

{ € ot frami Page 4 )
140 years of experience in handling bag-
gage. Their dutics are varied and in-
volved, not the least of which is process-
ing unaccompanied baggage and tracing
strayed pieces that didn’t make the ship,

In the next two working days the rat-
tling of hand trucks, the creaking of
winches and the shouts of men at hard,
physical labor never cease, as the un-
glamorous but vital job of servicing the
big ship goes on, Garbage is unloaded,
linens replenished and a multitude of
minor repairs and replacements made.
Food stores arrive on the pier according
to strict schedules worked out by Bern
Glendinning, pier superintendent. This
speeds loading and insures proper stow-
age. Perishables, including meat, ice
cream and fresh vegetables, are last to
go aboard, On the day before sailing, all
of the automobiles and most of the bag-
gage is loaded. Men work deep in the
holds with the sure skill of experience,
sccuring cargo against shifting at sea.

Sailing Day Frenzy

On sailing day, a grey drizzle mists
the air and the monotonous warnings of
foghorns drone from the milky river.
But the weather does little to dampen the
high spirils or slow the fever of activity
on Pier 86. There are no restrictions to-
day and the passengers and joyous well-
wishers crowd aboard the Unired Stares
ohing and ahing, getting cheerfully lost,
or conducting impromptu tours, All the
baggage escalators are up and the last
suitcases carried by the embarking pas-
sengers bump their way on board, Dark-
suited messenger boys troop up the
gangways bearing bon voyage gifts. Mr.
Franke’s system here processes approxi-
mately 1700 gifts in 2142 hours,

Men in slickers batten down the
hatches and lower the booms, Canvas
covers are hauled out and the booms are
lashed as well as locked in place. There
may be a bit of weather ahead.

The ship bellows its intention (o
leave and the women on the top deck
hold their ears and squeal. Only twenty
minutes left. People crowd in off the
decks reluctantly and start the slow trek
downward, Most prefer to use the stair-
ways and run breathlessly out onto each
level “to see what's there.” Most of the
reporters have hurriedly jotted down in-
terviews and rushed off to make their
deadlines. The photogs spiritedly discuss
the merits of their “cheese cake” photos
as they join the movement off the ship.

10

The gangway entrances are choked
with people, some cheery, some weepy,
all putting off the moment of parting.
There's much hearty laughter, backslap-
ping and moist, sentimental kissing. One
group teeters amd gravely discuosses a
serious problem. There's a disagreement
as to who is seeing off whom. Another
warning blast blots out all other sound
and the visitors, brandishing half-filled
glasses and trailing colored streamers,
pour off the gangways,

Last Minute Flurry

Only one minute to go. There's a mad
Aurry as some race up the gangway and
others race down, The gangways arc
then rolled off and the United States
pulls away from her dock. Her railings
are a forest of waving arms. Last minute
shouted instructions are lost.. ..

The Moran tugs stecam about impor-
tantly, assisting the big ship oul into
midstream. She rides the water regally
and her court of riverboats shriek, wail
and toot in proper homage to the gueen.

Mar STOKE

AWARD FOR VALOR

Paragraph from a letier to the
membership of United Marine
Division, Local 333, International
Longshoremen’s Association (In-
dependent), 107 Washington
Street, New York:

“At the last meeting of the Ex-
ecuiive Board it was unanimonsly
voted that the Third Annual
Award of the New York Marine
Towing & Transportation Tndus-
irv should go o the crew of the
Tug Julia C. Moran for their valor
in going to the assistance of the
disabled fireboar George B, Mc-
Clellan off Staten [sland, towing
her to Pier 6, Siaten Tsland, and
summaoning an ambulance for the
irtjuared.”

The communication, dated De-
cember 29, 1953, was signed by
Joseph O'Hare, treasurer and gen-
eral manager, and Louis Ziegler,
seereiary and assistant manager.

EAST RIVER COLLISION—in mid-Fanuary, early on o foggy morning, o Fo8-ton fully
loaded coustwive tanker sank i 25 feet of warer alongaide the Manhaitan seawall of the East
River. She had been prshed agains the abument following o midsiream collision with an L
steel cargo ship. Our tug Peter Moran (Capr. Daniel Boding) held the sunken taitker dn position

while 10,000 harrels of fuel ofl were pumped into barges, Dick De Marsico, New York
World-Telegram & Sun staff photographer, muade thiv excellent vhot of the ingident.

.




The World's Busiest Port Embraces Forty-Nine
Channels, Harbors; Year Tonnage: 179 Million

EW YORK HARBOR—the Port of Greater New York, that is to say—em-

Ml braces forty-nine channcls and harbors. The Army Corps of Engineers

divides the vast water-borne commerce of the port into foreign, coast-
wise, internal, intraport, local, and through traffic. Preliminary esti-
mates of the freight movement in 1952 indicate 35.86 million tons

of foreign commerce and 51.48 million tons of coastwise shipping. Internal, intra-
port, and local traffic collectively comprise the inland waterway commerce of the
harbor, and in 1952 this totalled 91.58 million tons.

The following just under half a hundred channels and harbors are included in

the world’s busiest seaport:

NEW YORK

Port Chester Harbor

Milton Harbor

Mamaronek Harbor

Echo Bay Harbor

Mew Rochelle Harbor

Long Island Sound at City Island

East Chester Creek

Westchester Creek

Bronx River

Manhasset Bay

Little Neck Bay

Flushing Bay

Harlem River

Hudson River, Lower Section

Hudson River Channel

East River

Mewtown Creek

Wallabout Channel

Buttermilk Channel

Bay Ridge-Red Hook Channels

Gowanus Creck Channel

Gravesend Bay

Coney Island Creek

Coney Island Channel

Shecpshead Bay

Jaumaica Bay

East Rockaway Inler {Debs Inlet)

Lemon Creek, Staten Island

Lower Bay, Midland Beach, 5. 1.

Long Island Sound, Rye Beach

Gireat Kills, 8. 1.

Upper Bay, New York Huarbor

Channel between Staten Island and
Hoffman-Swinburme Tslands

Mew York Channel

MEW JERSEY

Shoal Harbor-Compton Creek

Waycake Creck

Keyport Harbor

Matawan Creek

Cheesequake Creek

Raritan River

Washington Canal-South River

Woodbridge Creek

Elizabeth River

Rahway River

Sandy Hook Bay

Mewark Bay

Hackensack River

Passaic River

MWew Jersey Channel

Raritan River to Arthur Kill
Cutoll Channel

“Very Important Activities'

Dear Sirs:

This is to thank vou for the calendar and
a very aftractive reproduction of the art
work on the calendar, which we received
in good condition, We are greatly indebted
to your firm for this and other favors, in-
cluding the bi-monthly publication Tow
LiNE. You are doing a wonderful job in
keeping people informed of the very im-
portant activities of your company in the
transportation feld. Our best wishes o
you for . .. the New Year.

A, Rancer TyLer, Dir.

(Srare of New York, Department of
Commerce, Bureauof Business Publiciiv)

OFF FOR ITALY ~Countless camera en-
thiexiasts, bogh amafenr and prafessional, con-
tinue fo drow inspiretion from New York's
watterfrones. A pparently goite adept with ma-
rivre sihjects iy Ward Allan Howe, 310 Kiver
side Drive, Manhatran, a miewiher of the
edivorial staff of the New York Times, which
he forthrightly acknowledpes to be his princi-
pal provider. This bulkhead shor of American
Expors Lines” 5.5, Independence sailing from
feer North River berth with the able assistance
of two Grace Moran-class tugs is not only
well composed, bt seasonal, Waouldn't thai
witite stufl in the wimiry Hudson be more of
a novelry in Mediterranean ports the ship
regilarly visis? O ax that British cutnp,
Oxcar Wilde, i3 supposed fo llave remarked
upon viewing Niggara Falls, “Remarkable!

But it would be even mare so if the
water ran the other way.” ‘.'

It's an Oversight
Dear Rob':

Trasmediterranco’s ships pass
here evel evnning at 10: 15 without
henefit of Moran's towhoats, How
come? . . . Your Christmas cover is
preity on the walls of the casita,
Ciot a print of it to spare?

RoseRT FAHERTY
{ Paguera, Majorca, Spain)

Our Eugene F. Moran, Senior,
Firm Chairman, Is Author of
Juvenile Volume on Harbors

“Famous Har-
bors of the World,”
by Eugene F. Mor-
an, Sr., Chairman
of the Board, Mor-
an Towing & Trans-
portation Co., Inc.,
and a Commission-
er of the Port of
Mew York Author-
ity, has been published by Random
House, Mew York, as an addition to its
“Gateway Books™ series. [llustrated in
two colors by Elton C. Fax, the 108-
page volume contains 12 pages of pho-
tographs, and is described on its dust
jacket as “ideal reading for boys and
girls aged 9 to 12.7

Acknowledging that he is “deeply in-
debted to Lilian Moore for her invalu-
able assistance in the writing of this
book,” Mr. Moran describes the prin-
cipal activities in such ports as Liver-
pool, Hong Kong, Sydney, Hamburg,
and Mew York, and explains why each,
for different reasons, has developed as
one of the world’s most important har-
bors. An opening explanatory chapter
is entitled, “About Harbors and Men."”

Each of the books in Random Houwse
series sells for $1.75.

Mr. Moran



New Suez Fact Sheet...

{Conrirued from Page &)
Suer and Panama:

In 19358-39 the two great canals car-
ricd about the same amount of traffic;
now Suez carries approximately three
times s much as Panama. Suez is 100
miles long; Panama is 50 miles long.
Tolls per ton-mile for laden ships aver-
age ong cent for Suez; for Panama,
slightly under two cents, For ships in
ballast, the tolls are just under one-half
cent per ton mile for Suez; just over
12 ¢ for Panama.

Egypt and Swez: (and we guote)

“When the Canal was built, the Khed-
ive of Egypt was given outright 177,000
shares of stock. In addition, fifteen per
cent of the Company’s net profits was
paid annually to the Egyptian Govern-
ment. Subsequently, the Khedive sold
his stock to the British Government; and
the Egyptian Government sold its profit-
sharing claim to a French banking
house. . . . In recent decades the Com-
pany has reinstated Egypt, from which
it derives its charter, as a direct partici-
pant in the Canal's profits, First, an
outright annual royalty was paid to the
government. In 1949, payments were
revised to insure Egypl seven per cent
of the Company’s gross profits. In 1951,
this payment, plus taxes and other emaol-
uments accruing o Egypt from the
Canal operation, totaled $ 12,300,000,
In addition to these direct benefits, there
has been built a thriving Egyptian proy-
ince which supports a population of
almost half a million, has the highest
average living standard in Egypt, and
boasts Tour cities, one of which—Port
Said—is among the busiest in the world.
Maritime traffic almost double that han-
dled in the Port of New York is cleared
through Port Said.”

Oceanographer
fFram the New Yavk Times, Neo, [6, (931F

Ha plumbs the secret depths of scean
Past canyon walls and jogged peaks,
His fancy is infrigied by mofion

Of tides and currents, while be saaks
Tha final answers to dafeating
Sea-mysteries resolved by Aons,

He hears the heart of sea-fife baoting
Fothoms below his hydrophona,

Yot he can naver hape te pl 'I"'I.'i".'l"

The 128 a3 men hove rebbad the land
For always stha =il moka him wonder
Bir® pever lat kim updorstand.

LOUISE CREMSHAW RAY.

American, British and Dutch
Magazine Editors Impressed
By ‘If Winter Comes’ Layout

One American maring magazing, the
Jacksonville Scafarer, issued monthly
in Jacksonville, Fla., and two foreign
magazines of the same stripe and kid-
ney, The Syren & Shipping (British)
and De Blauwe Winpel (Dutch), have
cast editorially covetous eyes on that
“If Winter Comes—" layout of cxira-
ordinary rough weather photographs of
our ocean tug Edmond J. Moran in the
grip of a North Atlantic storm, in the
October issue of Tow LINE.

David A, Howard, editor of the Flor-
ida journal, made a layout out of them
himself — a full page except for one
worthy companion picce, that aerial shot
of our Pauline L. Movan with the res-
cued Liberty ship Catherine in tow, in
dirty weather off Mayport, Fla., used
in our Christmas issue. Thus Mr.
Howard:

“Seldom does a photographer catch
the sea in all its glory and fury. The
unavoidable mist tends to smooth the
trouhled waters (photographically). This
series taken by a crewman on a power-
less freighter caught the wintry sea as
it really is. The pictures and the title
to this page were graciously supplied
by . . . Moran Towing's excellent house
magazine, Tow Line. We liked the pic-
tures and trust you will, teo . . ”

The editors of both the British and
the Dutch magazines—the name of the
latter translates into “The Blue Pen-
nant” (or “Ensign”) — were making
arrangements to publish the same set
of prints in early issues, the last we
heard, There have been other requests,

ANOTHER SHIFLEY SHOT ‘.—
An especially aftractive (if seems o
ws) silhonette-type view of CGrand Istand
Bridpe, Niagara River, ax seen from the deck
of a petroleum barge being eased arrder the
apen by one of Moran Towing & Transporto-
tion Co's indefofigable nland woterways
tugs. This i the vort of lofe Sepiember sunset
scene you are consfantly running infe on the
New York Stare Barge Canal, which, if you
happen to be one of those “dedicated” plo-
fograpliers, oftener than not adds Just thar
wisieh more to vour seasonal W for Kodak
Plus-X film. . . . O wiat have vou?

Signal from Company "E',
180th Reg., 45th Div.
Diear Sir:

Recently a friend passed on to me a
copy of Tow Liwg. Needless to say, it
made enjoyable reading. One of the very
few pleasures we have here in Korea is
reading, T am from Mew York, and it was
always a thrill for me o watch a few
Moran tugs lay.a huge ocean liner into her
berth. 1 would greatly appreciate an oc-
casional copy of Tow Line from you if
you should have some extras.

Prc. THoMAS MCAULIFFE
(AP &6, oo PM_ San Francisco)

1954 Calendar Appreciated

Gentlemen:

Please accept my graleful appreciation
for the art print entitled, “A Scene in New
York,” which arrived today, [t is the most
magnificent print T have ever seen _i1r‘|{]
must rate as an outstanding masterpiece
of even so distinguished an artist as Charles
(. Evers. Mr. Evers’ accomplishment 1n
creating such a typical New York Harbor
scene is a worthy parallel of Moran's in-
ternationally famed achievemenis in the
field of harbor and ocean towing. Lhe
State Pilots of the country join me in high-
est esteern and best wishes for a successiul
and froitful New Year.

Joux 5. DELANG

{Amer. Pilots’ Ass'n, Washington)




J. S. Bull Honored aft
Chemical Bank Lunch

John 8. Bull, vice president in charge
of sales, Moran Towing & Transporta-
tion Co., was guest of honor December
17 at an informal luncheon at the 30
Broad Street branch of the Chemical
Bank & Trust Co., the occasion being
his ¢glection as a director of this firm,
The luncheon, arranged by Alexander
B. Lyon, Ir., of the bank’s staff, was
attended by Mr. Bull's sssociates and
personal friends in the shipping indus-
try in New York. Arthur Knapp of
Carlisle & Jacquelin, the noted yachts-
man, related some of his experiences
afloat and exhibited a motion picture on
racing. Rear Adm. Edmond J. Moran,
president of this company, also spoke.
Others present were:

Geoflrey V. Azoy, Howard W,
McCall, Jr.,, David L. Mitchell, and
Huntington M. Turner, Chemical Bank
and Trust Co.; Peter Burbank, A. L.
Burbank & Co., Ltd.; C. M. Carver and
John Carver, Baker, Carver & Morrell,
Inc.; Poul A. Christensen, Burmeister
& Wain American Corp.; Arthur E.
Ferris, Triton Shipping Corp.; Philip
Franklin and Cletus Keating, Jr., United
States Lines; T, Iwamoto, N Y K Line:
5. A. Long, Ir, 5. A, Long, Inc.; Rob-
ert M. Lynch, A. Johnson & Co., Inc.:
Joseph H. Moran, I, Moran Towing &
I'ransportation Co.; Roger Norwood,
Van Ommeren & Norwood, Inc.: Ed-
ward Oelsner, United States Navigation
Co.; E. Grey Persons, Maryland Dry-
dock Co.; Johannes Solleveld, Phs, Van
Ammeren Shipping (U.S.A.) Inc.: Wil-
liam I. Stoddard, Association of Ameri-
can Shipowners; H. J. Teig, Shipowners
Agency, Inc.; Robert Trainer, Bethle-
hem Steel Co.; and David Wright, Lake
Tankers Corp.

Old Skipper and Ship Model
#¥Fram the New York Hevald Tribame, fee, 14, fusi}

From jib #o spar he draws the lost fina
I:nrd,

His race with slowly dimming eyesight
W,

Ha lifts har fill tha rigging waebs the sun,

Shipwisn approval fandling shraud and
yard,

Each cunnring black, the dainty deck
defail,

Ha runs o tandar palm along the shear,

MAnd thare {s sound of watar in his aar

And smell of wind abaft the venturing sail.

Child af @ sublimatad love, this bark,

Salt on o kasl that prever knaw the ssa:

Har thrae small masts, full-rigged of
mamory,

Hava prickad tha trepic nasn, tha palar
dark ...

S0 ROW, 'I'jm-'r dmnm !n._}erh.ur ¢F [5 Bt L]
days;

Sunup, famorrow, they'll go down the
wayi.

MARY L ). WRINN.

NEW YORK BOUND—The last Moran
tug throngh the New York State Barge Camal
as the 1953 season ran ouf, first week in De-
cember, was the Agnes A, Moran {Capt. Earl
F. Costello, Cohoes, N. Y.). She was bound
franny Buffale o Port Socony, Staten Island,
with Socony-Faegum O Cols Barge No,
125, She fust miade @Y, too, you weighd say,
since the canal closed December 3, the day
after owr Cadillac-equipped staff photogra-
mher, Mark H, Chapman—he savs “ir's only
maney and pasoline!—made thiv gray doy
shor only a hop, skip and jump down river
from Lock 24, Baldwinsville. . ., That's
mrighsy presty country in sunpmer, bug when
last wener pdditor viewed the sper pictared here,
New Year's week-end, morning temperatires
were climbing something lese than specincn-
Iul‘fy _fhhr:] |I'|:1'r irrel fen q'.frxrrr,v r:.l'lfn'f o,
The scenic .frrﬁ.ﬂ;';.l ey _f.l‘i.lzf.l: over mr{:'rr
aried the fee was thicker than ol anytime within
the mentary of the modt effere Teen-ager, who
gers 1o school nowadavs, nor on skates or
snowshoes or skiis, bur in a heated bus which
rransporis him from door o deor. { Present-
v, the Apnes A, Moran ir azsigied
te chorex in New York harbor.)

JAM, 13, 1904—5tr. Aransas, 679 tons, of
Mew Orleans has been sold o the Joy
Steamship Co. and will be emploved on the
Mew York and Boston route. . . . Erie (lug)
sunk in Buttermilk Channel p.m. of Jan. 9.
.+ . loe has caused considerable damage 1o
small eraft in harbors of New York, Bos-
ton, Philadelphia and Baltimore.
T ]

JAMN, 20, 1904 — (New London) Eastern
Shipbuilding Co. has announced the
launching of sir. Dakota for the Great
Morthern Railway's Pacific trade will take
place Saturday, Feb, &, at | p.m.

L] L

JAMN. 27, 1904—Atlantic City (steamboat),
Mew York for Charleston, broke her rud-
derstock and unshipped her rudder night
of Jan, 22, 10 miles N, of Fenwick Island.
She wias towed to Delaware Breakwater
24th by str. City of Philadelphia. . . . Flor-
ence (fug) and tug DuBois were in collision
Tan. 21 1n Morth ﬁiw:r. M. Y. The Florenoe
was badly damaged. . . . Francis Schubert
izchr.), from Mew York for Portland, and
schr. Ella Pressey, from Rockland for
MNew London, collided off Wellficet, Mass.,
night of Jan. 24, The Pressey was sunk
and the Schubert so badly demaged that
Capt. Starkey set fire to her and then aban-
doned her, Two of the Pressey™s crew were
lost; the balance of the crew and crew of
the Schubert were rescued by the tug
George W. Winslow and landed at Boston
26th. R

FER. 3, 1904 —George M, Winslow (tug),
towing barge Eckley from Perth Amboy
for Portsmouth, M, H., went ashore Jan,
29 on Sow and Pigs. Cuttyhunk lifesavers
rescued caprain and crew. Barge was safely
anchored. Tug was submerged 1o her decks
30ih, and probably would be a total loss.
She was not insured. . . . Macoochee (55),
outward bound for Sevannah, on Jan, 28
collided in North River with ferryboat
Princeton. The ferrvboai’s wheel box was
crushed, paddle wheel smashed, and a
large hole stove in her above water line.

FEB. 10, 1904—Montauk (ferryboat) col-
lided with tug R. J, Moran Hamilton
Ave, ferry n%ip 7:10 am, Feb. 8. The
Moran's stern was carried away. . . . Tre-
mont {steamboat) of Joy Steamship Line
caught fire am. Feb, & at Pier 35, East
River, and was scuttled 1o put fire out.

L] L L]

FEB, 15, 1904-Steamship City of Colum-
bus, lutest addition io the Savannah Line,
was launched Feb, 11 at the yards of Dela-
ware River Iron Shipbuilding & Engine
Works at Chester, Pa. The new steamer
is about 5,600 gross tons and measures
396 feet in length, with a 49-foot beam.
...(Mew London, Feb, 9) Carried past
MWew Haven Breakwaler in field wce four
times in the past 14 days, schr. Mary E.
Lynch, Tuttle, Black Island, Me., for New
York, made this port today. Her caplain
and crew of two men were nearly famished
and suffering from the effects of the cold.
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As this picee of probably something less than imperishable prose is being put
together, February 2, 1954, Edward John Johnson of Moran's scow department
has been an employee of the company for 25 years, That, as pers¢vering people
who have reached his pinnacle are fond of pointing out, not withoul reason, is a

quarter of a century.

Eddie (b, October 22, 1912, on Man-
hattan Avenue in the often maligned
Greenpoint section of Brooklyn) at-
tended public schools here and in Phila-
delphia, and was eight months on the
downy-cheeked side of seventeen when
he came to work for Moran Brothers
Contracting Co. — later merged with
Moran Towing Corp.—as an office boy,

For various reasons which need not
be examined here, the scow end of
Moran’s operations was considerably
more extensive, not to say feverish, then
than now, In fact, 150 deck scows and
15 to 18 dumpers were pretty continu-
ously employed, and even more could
have been utilized, The late Joseph H.
Moran, secretary-treasurer of the firm,
wis in charge of contracting. When
John Day left, voung Mr. Johnson was
tapped for the job of dispatching a fleet
without its own propulsion. He's still
at it, plainly enjoying himself,

Moran dumpers and deck scows have
done their share in connection with such
upper-case projects hereabouts as the
Queens Midtown and the Brooklyn-Bat-
tery tunnels, Consolidated Edison and
Brooklyn Union Gas services, and the
construction of East River Drive and
numerous sen walls and bulkheads, Dur-

ing the war, the firm supplied and dis-
posed of countless thousands of tons of
ballast—including on many occasions
salt, possibly from those notorious Rus-
sivn mines, which the City of New York
ufilized for de-icing otherwise dangerous
thoroughfares.

Our Edward J. Johnson will tell you
now, in no uncertain terms, that although
the Moran scow operation is much
smaller these davs it is very much in
the running. (E. F. Moran, Ir., is the
boss man of that department today.)
Eddie’s fleet is engaged in receiving and/
or disposing of materials of any kind
that can be dumped at sea; or vou can
charter from Moran a deck scow to
transport any kind of material, either
bulk or case goods, that can be loaded
on a scow of that type. In one instance
late in 1953 this sort of thing included
hauling cases of bottled and canned
beer, condemmned for reasons best known
to the brewer, to the dumping grounds
at sea: but an anecdote to the effect that
commercial fishermen subsequently ar-
rived at the Fulton market with catches
showing evidences of alcoholism when
hauled aboard could be apocryphal.

To get back to colleague Johnson,
you might say one of his outstanding
characteristics is vigor of approach, and
adeguate physical equipment therefor,
He is a bowler of sorts, although he
describes his prowess on the Downtown
Athletic Club alleys and elsewhere as
only “fair.” He 1s a golfer, too, a hittle
more on the lukewarm side, he says.
But swimming and diving, at his age—
Just imagine!

The Johnsons reside at 227-16 One
Hundred and Fourteenth Avenue, Cam-
bria Heights, Long Island, which is in
Queens County, There are three chillun:
Harold, 14; Edward John, Jr., 12; and
Margaret Mary, eight.

There, in brief, you have the Johnson
story.

Rockwell Brank, whose Tow LINE
covers and other marine pictures must
be pleasantly familiar to regular readers,
was @ late January arrival in New York
from the Cape Verde Islands, about 500
miles off Dakar. Africa, where he went
to take an artist’s advantage of what he
considers deal conditions of sea and
surl and sun, He brought with him an
impressive roll of canvases—seascapes,
excellent ones, too, at least to these old
and possibly not too critical eves—which
he proposes to exhibit (for sale) in a
leading local gallery. No man to quibble
about transportation facilities, even if
it would do any good, which it wouldn't
at the Portuguese (16 37 N 25 2 W)
end of the line, Mr. Brank “hooked a
ride™ into Baltimore on a Liberty ship,
he said. For the present he is residing
at 452 Fifth Street, Brooklyn, and ex-
pects to be around here for perhaps as
lomg as five or six months. In his spare
time he is making some decorative
sketches for these refurbished columns.

One item there was no room o de-
velop in our last issue is still noteworthy
—the bad storm back in November that
caused so much havoc on local water-
fromts. As a result of abnormally high
tides whipped up by winds of near hur-
ricane force, the sub-cellar of our White-
hall Building was flooded and electric
dyvnamos were knocked out. Three Joes
on Moran's dispatching staff (Dowd.
Finnegan and Miller), as well as Bill
Bowman and Nick Bodlovic, were vie-
tims of inoperative elevators, and had
to walk either up or down {or both)
twenty-five floors. Lights and radiotele-
phone equipment also were out of com-
mission for about 10 hours, Finally one
circuit in an outer office was discovered
to be alive, 50 extension wires were run
to the dispatching desk and the tele-
phone switchboard, which was ably
manned by “Lill" Harrison, Orders to
tugs were relayed via Bruno Lukosus
and his VHF radiophone at Moran's
maintenance and repair base, Port Rich-
mond, Staten Izland. A distressing
“grub™ problem confronted the handi-
capped crew, also. There was power
again at about 1800 that day.... A good
emergency job by all hands.

THOMAS ID. BRAZEIL, former
chiel engineer aboard the twp Carol
Moran, died Friday, Jannary 29. He is
sirvived by his wife, Margaret, who
resides af 194-39 One Homdred and
Twellth Road, St Albans, M. Y. Mr.
Brazell had been employed by Moran
since May, 1934,
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“Tops" in New York
Dear Mr. Munroe:

Mrs. Bell and 1| wish to extend to you
and your company most hearty thanks for
the enjovable aflternoon spent walching
Moran operations, Capiain Sheridan of ithe
Grace Moran was most cordial and hos-
pitable, sparing no effort to make our
short visit aboard his vessel most exciting.
That afternoon heads our list of things
that were “tops™ on our visit to New York.
.- - And a prosperous New Year for you
and Moran Towing. )

louu 1. BELL

(Bocrereville, Missour)

Belgian Circulation

Dear Mr. Editor:

If any left, I would be very happyv (o
receive an extra copy of the Charles G.
Evers cover, as | would be proud fo dis-
play this print, framed, in my office. 1
take this opportunity to thank you sin-
cerely for sending me regularly the Tow
Lixe. This magazine is most appreciated,
and is handed around o numerous frends
I have in Antwerp. F. 1. C. Boks

{Ammwerp, Belpim)

ONE-WOMAN PROJECT—Mixs
Lillian Harrison, senior Moran swirch-
board operator (as of Apeil 20, twenry-
five vears with the company ), collected
it slew of rovs, pames, efc., part of which are
shown here, ar o special Chrisimay project
fowr the wunder-privileged children of St Ritas
M ission and St .fn::-j-élr:hrl ' Conivent Settlerrent
Heauve, New Smyrna Beach, Fle, Emplovess
of Moran and of Seaboard Shipping Corp,,
ane floor ahove af 17 Battery Place, dhowered
ULAIT" with congiderably more in this Nae than
shie hgrgained for, actnally, The Barricind and
Loft candy shops contribimted generowsly
frone thelr stocks, and United Frolt Co. fook
aver all fransportaiion responsibilities {n con-
nection with the projece, Our Mio Harrison
says she recelved word promipily from Sider
M, Kegrna in Florida that none of the hewe-
frclaries appeared the least i annoved over
their Srprise pifts,

WALTER B. CHAPMAN, 63, chief
lock tender, Mew York State Darge
Canal Lock 24, died suddenly Jimuary
T at his home, 21 Seneca Street, Bald-
winsville, M. Y., of a heart atteck. A
native of the Tovwnship of Van Buren,
he had been employed in the same
capacity for 30 vears, and was a vei-
eran of World War L

Surviving him are a son and dough-
fer, three sisters, and two hrothers,
inclnding Muark H. Chapman, a Niag-
ara-Mohawk Power Co. mainfenance
manager and siafl photographer for
this magazine in the Syrocuse-Bald-
winsville-Three Rivers-Brewerlon-
Phoenix-Falion-Oswegn area.

Aye, Aye, Sirl
Deur Mr, Munroe:

The Moran calendar and art print were
received in pood condition. Thank you
very much for your thoughtfulness, . ..
And best wishes for the New Year,

MERLIN O'NEILL, Vice Adm,
(Commrandant, U5, Coast Giard )

AN
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Entente Cordiale

An illustrated feature, “The Moran
Story,” describing Moran Towing &
Transportation Co. and its operations,
appeared recently in a special "U.S.A.-
Norway” trade supplement published
by the daily newspaper, The Norwegian
Journal of Commerce and Shipping, of
Oslo, Norway. An accompanying pho-
tograph, by the well known American
marine specialist Stanley Rosenfeld, was
captioned, “The Moran towboat Clris-
tne Moran assisting the Wilhelmsen
cargoliner Trafalgar in New York har-
bour,” Tow LiNE is indebted to Ship-
ping Services A/S, this company's agent
in Morway, for a carefully pmﬁerved
clipping of the very thorough article.

CHRISTMAS DINNER PARTY— Unjor-
turiately for lilm, vour reporter was away off
the reservation af the time, pariicipating in
snvie family nuptial rives in South Florida;
tuit relayed accomts of g series of informeal
bnsiness meetings and an all-ont dinner party
for Moran Towing & Transporfaiton Co,
peaple at the Hotel St George, Brookiys,
Sunday evening, December 20, ranged from
“pood” to “sensaitonal,” No disenters,

AN captaing, mates, engineers and  pileods
werg invited, ax well ax some of the super-
viseery personiel af the company mantenanee
aned repair base, Port Richmond, Staten Island,
aid those from Moran HQ who might be
concerned with pertinent business matters o
rhe siate for diseussion. The pilats mer ar
tadi, aod o half howr later the capiaing and
mates fincluding the pilots) god togeiher, Ar
J'.I'h' Nerne fimre ”IH'FF WLy & .\'l"!?l'.l'.l'n'.l'ft" n'l'h"'l"“‘l‘l'!,'
af chief and azsisrang engineers.

Then the really fmportant business of the
evening pof under way—goodfellowship
arcwingd the groaning board; and here is the

festive sceme ax recorded by Knick-
erbocker Pictures, Brooklvn,

wasvimes Yhants
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