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OF DEEP SEA TOWAGE—

01 WE COME ta analhar ane.subject iswe af Taw
Line, ond ogoin we ore concerned with ocean
bowing—or “'desp sea lowoge,™ o it is fruquanily
codled in this indusiry. I8 s a large and impesiant
pirt of Moron Tewing & Trorspoeialion Co.'s year-
ta-year business, We like it; we like to halk about i, foo.

All monner of nen-seif-propelled crafl regquire moyement ooross
ke oceans of the wordd from time to time, in all secsons—
drydocks, dredges, lorge and small ships, barges, fanks, bulks,
cic, Seagaing ugi—ilooting power planly ectunlly—monned by
highly skilled crews, pravide the meons of perferming these ex-
octing ond sometimas hozardous jobs.

Such tugs olso anvwar distress calls of disabled ships on the
warld's sea lanes and deliver ihem fo harbors of refuge,

Thare is odwenture, courage af a high order, frequanily drama
—im shart, all the thrills of man egalnst the seo—wropped up in
wich hawing assignments,

Ashose, behind the colarful seanes, orgonization in depth and
of greal efficiency is required o provide sea-worthy, efficienl
vassels and crews copoble of mesling the not abways prediciable
demsends of lang voyoges under whalewsr clrcumstances may be
encownterad ond sofely delivering tows ie for-off ploces—from
the Arclie 1o the Eguoior, from eosi fo wesl arewend the globe,
of vice verye in either [rstance.

Avaidable an demand for ony such seegoing purpeses, these
sturdy hugs shand resdy ko serve the needs af inforpational trode
az well os ihe requirements of safefy o fife and pregerty on the
high seas. I is nof an easy i, but it is o necessory odjund to the
activities of the world merilise communiry,

Maran hos the tugs, the operaling persannel bath ofioat and
ashare, the collateral focilities, e reweureei—abave all, o cen-
fury of ihe most extensive and varied experlence—1o provide
“what il takes” when it comes fo ooean lawing,

Im this lssue =e give you ogain graphic, mpressive evidence
af the velidity of this company’s daim la preemirence In o de-
manding feld of endeavor; bt we offer if, ned ay @ unkque ar
gwen exiropedimary inafonce, but merely os o fypicel eam-
ooemnic lowing aperdbioh,

Moran's Ewrppean Agenls, ENGLAND: Jonn A Mclaies B Ca. |Londos|, Lid., & Eshopigate. Londen, £, © 4 SCOTLAND: Herry Alears,
Lid,, 163 Hope Sreal, Olesgow, T % NOAWAY, Henaieg Sahug A5, Fridipel Menmmpiop i, Calsy Brger
Gieilland A5 Korg Ouwnn Gote 82, Beegen; OFRMARE: lamen A Fourwmen, 13 Avabejsde, Copschages K. SWEDET: A B, Sondentm,
Scnap & Co., Pearbas 73, Goherherg |5 FLNLAME, & B. Lon Eeegien B T, G, ¥, 3, sogmingstas 4, Hebinki; BELGIUM, Wi, H. Mudle & Co.,
5. A, 71, Bus d k Sounm, Artwers; GERMANT; Bmgt Glionl, PO, Box 315, Brarwes; SPLIN: Bafael Hevajos, Alimada s Tecodde 30, Blbao, JTALF
Mermiren Intmazionsle—Rarinfer Sp8, Vio olls Pailp desgll Ak 157, Genon; GEEECE: The Sesoria Apecy Lo, Lidl, PAOA, JH; P




ol X1V, N, 3 FPutlivhed by

17 Bastery Plece, Mew York 4. N, Y
Calve Addrem: MOHANTOW

&, &, Flunnee, Eairor

.":.'p,'.'lrrl'l.'l. LT
MORAN TOWING & TEAMSPORTATION OO, LML,

Jeefl Mlinn, Armecirie

Daiass stfaneir i, meriiial pablintad Bavein, 6 origiaaind
kr rive eagasles, wan be rrproered with ihe misal eveddl llar

Moran Tugs 'Join the Navy for Holy Loch Tow

M ax lsT, 1961, ai Mayport Maval Base, Florida, four

formidible-looking ssetions of a glant Beating drv-
dock lay with severnl smaller crallt rimmimg the big basin
All were components of a naval sk group assembled Lot
a vitnl mission—io supplemeni the Maw's drydock facali-
1355 OWETBEOE,

A month later they wese cireling in the Firh of Clyde
wailing turns o proceed dp the channel 10 Holy Loch,
Sooilamd, o the Polaris atomic-submarine base establmsbed
there by the United Siates a5 a defensive measure,

The AFDE-7 (aoxiliary floating drydeck barge) had
conarted of seven 5, 200-ton sectboms when TG tad in
1945 and fovwad bo Cieam. 10 was never put mio operation,
bl subseguently relwrmed to Cireen Cove Sprimgs. Florida,
Singly, the ssctions are 240 feet long, 101 feet wide and,
with stern-mounted crames, 72 feet high, sea rigped.

It was by order of the Chief of Maval Operatbons thai the
Four sectsens, with a lifting capacity of 32000 1ons and
actual drydock fenpoth of 512 leed,
were renctivated for placement in serv-
ice nt Holy Loch, Additional eguip-
ment included & larpe, covered ma-
chine shop barge ( VRDN-8 1 a heawy,
covered lighter (YFN-32), and tao
open lighters,

To nssist three noval ships in this
vitnl towing sssignment the Mavy's
Militury Sen Transportation Serviee
chartered two of Moran's powerful
occan  tugs. The vetcran of many

rans-ocean lows, 1,900 BHP {desel-cleciric) tug -
mand J. Morar, was under the command of Capt, Alex-
gncler D, Stewart. The newer, smaller Diara L. Moran,
1,750 BHP, {diesel-eleciric) was skippered by Copt, Jens
Hallimg

'_|'||;»I-; Group Cemmander for the ocean tow was L
Comdr. T. F. Byrnes, Jr., commanding officer of the
Opportune. L. V. C, Wandres, CO of the Sereca, was
sepnmd in command.

The three naval ships, USS, Opporiure (ARS-41 ), i sal-
vage repair ship, and twao fleet tugs, USS Seneca (ATF-¥1 ),
and U35 Asabapa (ATF-I48), were assigned o drpdock
section each. Section D al the drydock was assigned to
the Edmaond: while the Diena’s tow would be the machine
shiop barge und the covered lighter, in tandem,

A fowrth navd ship, the TS5, Samoret (AT A-190], was
charged with retriever dutses. She would il the convoy
1o assist the (owing wnits amd be an the alert should any
mishap ooour,

Although the probilenis of an Opera-
tion of this scope ore muliifold, the
mission was eminently sucoesslil.

" Prevailing ground swells beyond the
- 5. Johns River enfrapce to Maypard
y compebled the tugs o make-up to their
| tows in the shelter of the basin. Dur-
ing the afternoon they moved oul 1o 0
rendezvous in the choppy Atlanhic be-
yond the sea buoy, There, Com-
mander Byrnes directed the vessels
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Saoted of a chor-coverod lable oboard the Opporfune, Rowlond (USS5. Atakopol, Copt. Alesander D, Stewort (MT
Edmand J. Marenl, L, ¥Wictar C. Wondres (055 Sesecol ond

Taik Group Commander T, F, Byones, Ir, Lodr. USHM, can-
lens Haoling (8T Diana L. Moron),

disefad @ losk-minule operatiang cefilgrance with command-
ing officers of the nowal ond commessial ahlps Envolved in
the taw. LI, Phillp M. Reitzel (US55, Samoset), L. James C.

Cepl
&ffar e conference ...
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fourteen-man
craw in the AFDRT . repo
Eheik hiz men sfead feady 10

ar less patiently waiting for
fhe word fo hook.up and
ga. Fnally, the Edmond's
Puri come ond she storied

aut the basin aliar , |







The salvage repair ship, USS, Opparfune [ARS-41), got un:
diar Wy The camesend ihip af ke COfivey wad all bub ahi-
wrarae El'r hier sechian af the drydock ey aha diaw Gwory [
us toward the 58, Johme river erdrance o e Maygparl Bagen

Local nowal rugs, ossiding the bulky fows through Fhe nor-
row entrance, returmed Po aid the Edmond, os the Dieno and
har two landem bows wers shaging-up 1o follow,

CBepand the brackwaoler, where the pen becossa dasp
and rawgh, we gat the "feel” af the baw,'" seys car letf Blinn,
wha wos ohoaard., "&: we sosed oot our fowing coble the
heavy drydock gave syery indicalion of good behowicr. She
followed as she should, and we joined the olfer units of our
comyvoy,

“The Edmond’s enpgines encepled, the mesl cossbanlly
Fl\.lnﬂillll'liﬁl; peEcE af egquigmant abaard was Fhe callees pol
Wieh etk angines end gat percalating perfectly, we were not
leng in fimishing the firs? leg of ouwr jcurney ond execsding o
right tarn at Bermuda Foward the Azores and a lot of open sea.

"It wozx on thizs seemingly limitless expanse of ocean
theot . . .

[Aeriol views ot left are afficial LS. Nevy phatagreph




", . The drydock wechions roda
the yeells of o lallowing vec Bke igs
turtles at the and of holt-a-mils od
tawing cobbe, Boutine duties ond o
sprinkling of lively conversobion
ipiced the woyoge...the bow
dropped from cresl o frough, from
et o frough .,







Holy Loch, Scotland —

Bonnie and Strategic

“Mist shrowded the peaks of Arran, Slowly we circled im
the Firth of Clyds, woiting our hurn up the channel fo Holy
Lach. Dorkness become light an distant, green hills, We
headed in for the finole of @ remorkable vayage.

“Ow pest Linle Combros and Great Cumbeas lsles, post
quaint villages on misty shores 1o Cloch Point we came with
howsar shartened, while owr craw prepared for final chores.
The sguol and shimy Scolish tugs drew near o book, loter
fo take ever ond fronsport eur burden fo o desgnated spot.

“warg slowed, stopped, backed whils rewinding our cable
&n the drum of the towing engine, Then we unshackled ond
et pur charge in lesal konds,

“Free, we moved iala the brood loch nesthed between high
halls bo join the Diana in pleasont amenities of the hour.”
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" The Edmond and the Dégas lay slde by side in Haly
Loch . . . slary-swapping fime . ., mad [ram hame, wia Fleek
Post CHfice, before the shart run fo wailing berths ot
Gre=nack. Than kheir brsshes were exercized and cleon
shists broken-owl lor @ ihoraside sally . . . just for the beeet

time reguereel 1o fuel, provisien wnd lake o deep breoth
before it wai ceil-off rime again.,

Together ihe bugs shoved off homeward, acrai the
Morth Atlenkic 1o New York=and 1heir mext ooignmenhs,™
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into a diamond-shapsd formation, which was maintained
until the comwoy reached Englamd,

With the Chpportude tn the lead pnd the Moran toga
3,000 yourds off her starboard and port quoriers, the comvoy
had g breadih of almost three and a half miles. The A nakapa
and the Senece fell inio prsitions almost, bat pot directly,
behind the commercial tugs and tows. The retriever
Samorer was in her position: sear, eenter. In this manner,
all units could be s=an by ane another and would be easily
visible on an approaching ship's radar [ram any poant of
the compass. Akso, should there be a breakdown, it would
vl disrupt the Gonvoy.

With the spezd and course set by the Task Groap Com-
mander, this remorkable convey proceeded toward Ber-
mudi. From the beginning it was o thoroughly disciplined
naval operation, Only the whice, block-ketter “M,™ the
green and red colors and their smaller size, distinguished
the Moran tugs from the fleet vessels; they had whole-
heartedly joincd the Mavy,

Code names were sssigned to the Maval ships nnd
doily routines established, with all vessels reporting their
mosning, noon ond evening positions 10 the Chppor-
tune. Radio-telephone communications were maintakned
throughout the voyage by all units, although signal lights
cocasionally wers used b contact the 14- or 15-man
crews aboard the drydock sections.

The Edmond reported e position doily to Moran HO,
17 Bottery Place, Mew Yaork, by rodie-tebegraph,

The use of code names by the nnval ships were a source
of nmused interest 1o U commercinl fupmen, A call from
Kather Dt indficnted that the leader of the convoy was
on the air. Galup Foxtrad, Empey Hotel and Egqual Mike
identified the Awmkapa, Seneca and Smoeset, Perhaps in
deference o “guests,”’ the Mosan togs were called by therr
full names—and initinls,

Lefi: “Stewarl, reosred
mosily on Wirginio's James
Eiver, has become o mas-
ter of distance-—ogueaus;
and measured in nawtical

Right; '*. , . Halling, the
ielented Dane =ith lhe
quick gresefing . . . desp-
sea skipper eguolly of
hame in restricted wolers, ™

Afier a towch of foul weathes and a bit of fair, the con-
voy passed the Plantagenet Banks on the eighth of May.
The short leg of the 4, 3bmile journey was over.

With the performance of all units conssdered satisfac-
tory, the convoy then turned from Bermuda toward the
Azores—1,000 miles of uninterropted cozan away.

What followed was a touch of navigationnl mgenuity.
Although a following sea and a favorable tidal current
were expecied to pid on this leg, the longest of the tow,
the muain hazard was the weather, Weather reports were
a prime consideration to all masters, especually to Com-
mander Byrnes.

Cogrse changes were frequent as the wide and long
convoy skirted storms ond sgualls. Head winds, rain and
rough seas from the Iringes of more violent storms played
tag with fair and moderate weather during the next 19
days, The following sca became a strong head sea ufter
the comvoy tumed noih ot Soo Miguel in the Azores.

Radios continued to crackle with vital and not-sa-vital
transmissions, The sirain of a mew vovage gave way o
anticipation of arrival, and calls for barber clippers and
geissors went out to the convay beader,

With the siphting of Bardsey lsland, first landfoll since
the Azores, the convoy broke ranks. Ahead was St
George's Channel and the Trish Sea and the main shipping
lanes, The Diama and the Somoser split up the tandem
tow, each tmking a singhe umit on to Holy Loch, Single
fikz, the tugs with drydeck sections followed unfil, post
Dumeon and betwixt Kim and Strone i Scotland, local
tugs put the huge burdens to waiting anchor buoys,

Thus the MSTS convoy had transported, almost diag-
onally across the Morth Atlantic, an imporiant Lo —an
opzration of which Mosan was lEluru:-u,d! io e o part,

The Mavy flest remained behind io assemble the dry-
dock sections, while the Diara and Edmiowd refoebed, re-
provisioned and began the long trek home.



T Elfiearn men on
a 110-feat craft not
bilt for pleosure. The
on-four, off-eight-hours
roufinme pencivolted by
fire and |ifaboar della,
dake

" 2 While off-wakch
bacome by-the-numbers
londscope poinfers ...
nanwly mesembled plaskic

Fug madel, pasnled ik
Moron codors, heng dry-
ing in the sum.”




Yoo The coler mnd dramafic moments of 1he voyoge,
precoricusly cought an movie film . . . the sea, friend canad
opponent, the tossing lwg, the stroining howser and the
foces , . . tense, then relosed as the feel of o new voyoge
gives woy 1o anlicipotion of arrival, "

When, complefed, ihis [dmm. movie will be gvailable
for use by business, edvsations] and sooial grovge—Fes tha
asking. Those who hove sees Moran's an-the-spof, Texae
Tawar Mo, 4 fitm will welcome fhiz oddidion, [Ferber dedails
e M et issee of Tow Lime.)
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ABRGEHNTIA, HPWRDIHDLAND 10 GOOLE dar, LAMEDDR

CHESTER, P, TO MARACAIBD, YEREIUELA

CLmaCaD, Dw.L TG BALTMAORE, MDD,

L —.ei | s
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BOSTOM TO MONTREAL 10 CaMdl ZOWE

SEL TO WP TORE TO KiE, GERMARMY

PHILADELFEIA, TA, TO HEWPSET HEWS, Vi




HEW TOR TD THULF, G=ERFHLARD

CHARLESTOHM, 5, ©. 10 5T, MATAIRE, PRARCE

CLEVELAHD, QD TO JACKSOMYILLE, FLA.

HIEW TOEK TO SAM PRAFROISOO
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